Add Favicon to WordPress

Want to brand your website in a subtle, yet important groovy way? Then | recommend adding a favicon
to your WordPress tool kit. It’s a fairly simple task. All you need are three things: the graphic you will
use for the icon, your WordPress admin access and your cPanel login access.

This process can be done using FTP, but in this lesson I’'m going to do it without, so hold on tight!!

If you prefer pictures over words, stop reading and just you play the video above this post! I’'m sure you
will find me to be quite the online thespian. But if you are a die-hard reader, this post will tell you
everything you need to know about favicon making! So here we go!

First, what is a “Favicon” anyway? Favicon stands for "Favorites Icon". It's a little custom icon that
appears next to a website's URL in the address bar of a web browser. It also shows up in your
bookmarked sites, on the tabs in tabbed browsers, and as the icon for Internet shortcuts on your
desktop or other folders in Windows. And little would be an understatement! A Favicon is only 16x16
pixels in size.
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So Mr. Web Guy, why would | use a Favicon anyway? Generally, bookmark lists get messy and cluttered.
Having your bookmark stand out with a nice graphic reminder of your site is a great way to get noticed.
HEY, LOOK AT ME AND MY COOL ICON!!!
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Now that we have that BS (basic stuff) out of the way, let’s put a little favicon on your WordPress blog.

What You Need

In order to make this an easy process, you will need a few things. Here is the list, in no specific order:

A graphic for the favicon
Your WordPress administrator login access
Your cPanel login access
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A bag of fruit snacks

You will first need the graphic you want for your favicon. It can be anything you want! But, there is
something you should know. The image will be shrunk down to 16x16 pixels. Frickin small! So you might
want to avoid a photo. It’s just that the image is so small; photos sometimes end up looking like a blur or
a smudge mark.

A logo or an image seems to work the best. Take a look at Amazon, ebay and Google to see what they
have done with their brands. There are places online you can go to and make one from scratch:

e http://www.favicon.cc/

e http://favicon-generator.org/

This method is ok for creating a icon, but you might find it a bit hard to work your way around these
programs; and quite frankly, you will get almost as much mileage out of just uploading a very clear
image of a graphic you have.



http://www.favicon.cc/
http://favicon-generator.org/

Step One

Go to this website: http://faviconr.com. This cool site will take your image and convert it to a 16x16.ico
file format. Very slick. Then you just save the file somewhere on your computer so you can upload it.

Now What?

Download the favicon to the root of your website, and place this line
of code anywhere between your <nead></nead> tags

<link rel="shortcut icon” href="/favicon.ico” />

What Is A Favicon?

Afavicon s a "favorites™ icon that i1s associated with a particular
website or webpage that is displayed in the browser address bar

TWT Note: http://faviconr.com

To get your new .ico image, just click the “Choose File” button on the faviconr.com site, find your image
on your hard drive. Then click the “Generate Favicon” button and let the site do its magic! Within a
matter of seconds you will have a spiffy new “favicon .ico” image to use on your WordPress blog.
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http://faviconr.com/

Step Two

Now let’s upload the new favicon .ico to your blog root directory. This may sound a bit techy, but it
really isn’t. First, login to your web hosting cPanel and scroll down to the “File Manager” icon.
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Once you're in your WordPress files, look for the file named “wp-content” and double click to open it.
Then double click and open the “themes” folder.

Look for the blog theme you are currently using. Double click and open that folder.
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TWT Note: If you change themes, you will need to move your favicon.ico image to the new theme.




This is what your WordPress Root folder should look like. If it does, you're in the right place!
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Now, upload your new favicon.ico file into this directory. Simple.
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Click the “Upload” icon in the upper right side menu on your File Manger page. This will open a new
window and it will ask you to “Choose a file” and upload it. This is such a small file that it won’t take but
a second or two. You will know it’s done uploading when the progress bar in the lower right hand corner
of the page displays “Complete”. This part of your mission is now complete! Nice work!
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TWT Note: To make sure your icon is there, click the “Reload” icon just above all the files.

Now comes the really fun part...diving head first into CODE!!!!




Step Three

| know what you’re thinking...if | see all that WordPress code, I'll freeze! Like a deer in the headlights!
What if | break my site??? What if | erase something important??? Well fear not my WordPress
grasshopper. | have some very insightful advice for this part of the tutorial. Follow my instructions and
you’ll be fine. If not, you’ll screw up your site and you will be down for days!! LOL! Just kidding (sort of).
Really, this isn’t very hard. Let’s look. (To be on the safe side, you can always make a backup of the file
you are going to edit, so you have a backup, just in case you do mess something up.)

First log into your WordPress admin and go to the “Appearance” tab.

Then go to the “Editor” tab and click on it. Below is what you will see once you click the “Editor” tab.
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TWT Note: In the dropdown menu o the upper right, make sure your theme is picked.

Once you arrive here, make sure you are looking at the correct theme files. Look at the upper right
corner of the page and make sure the dropdown menu has your theme picked. If not, click the
dropdown menu and pick your theme. This will load all the pages for your theme.




(comments.php)
Footer

(footer.php)

Header
{header.php)

Pick this file to edit

Image Attachment Iemplate

(image.php)
Main Index Template
TWT Note: Once you click this file, it will load all the code for that page in the editor window.

Here comes the tricky part. Scroll down the page and look for a line of code that looks something like
this:

<link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" media="all" href="<?phpbloginfo( 'stylesheet_url'); ?>" />

Find this line of code, place your cursor at the end of it and hit “enter” on your keyboard to make room
for one small line of code that will be place directly under it.

Now place this code directly under it:
<link rel="shortcut icon" href="<?phpbloginfo('stylesheet_directory'); ?>/favicon.ico" />

Then, here we go, click the blue “Update File” button on that page. Wait to make sure it saved. Then go
to the front of the site, refresh the page and you should see your new favicon in the browser tab!
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Your New Favicon!!!

TWT Note: If the icon appears, have a drink to celebrate! If it doesn’t, drink two and try again!
And there you have it WordPress fans! That wasn’t so bad, was it???
Now, a few more things you should know.

You could get by with using a .png, .gif or | believe .jpg image. You would just need to adjust the last part
of the code you put in your WordPress header code to reflect that.




e <link rel="shortcut icon" href="<?phpbloginfo('stylesheet_directory'); ?>/favicon.png" />
e <link rel="shortcut icon" href="<?phpbloginfo('stylesheet_directory'); ?>/favicon.gif" />
o <link rel="shortcut icon" href="<?phpbloginfo('stylesheet_directory'); ?>/favicon.jpg" />

However, | have noticed that Internet Explorer won’t display the icon if it is not a .ico file. Same goes for
some older browsers. So, to be on the safe side, | would just make your icon a .ico file and move on with
life!

There, you have found another great nugget of wisdom from The Web Trainer. Or you have just found a
new way to waste a little more time! Either way, I’'m glad you stopped by and I’ll see you at the next
tutorial!

Rock On!
Rick Nielsen, The Web Trainer!

Other Great Resources
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WordPress Web Hosting
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